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How to rename files by adding them to a folder

Use Automator to create a Folder Action that automatically strips the extra .html extension Safari sometimes adds when it downloads an email

attachment.

This PDF was created by Miraz Jordan to accompany Mac Tip #438, 26 May 2010: How to rename files by adding them to a folder.
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Open Automator — it's in the Applications folder
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= 1 of 62 selected, 461.96 GB available ——
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Choose Folder Action for the Automator workflow type

Choose a template for your workflow:
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Folder Actions are workflows that are attached to a folder in the Finder. Items added
to the folder cause the workflow to run and are used as input to the workflow.

( Open an Existing Workflow... ) ( Close ) eélmsr)

How to rename files by adding them to a folder - 3 Another practical MacTip from http://mactips.info



mEn \VlacTips

Create a new folder inside your Downloads folder
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I'm inside my Demo folder here, but you would be inside your Downloads folder. | named my new folder 'de-html' but you can name yours with any
name you like — it doesn't matter, but you'll need the folder at the next step.
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In Automator choose the folder for the Folder Action to apply to (1)

(o)

Variables (Q| ))
M

Ty \ Activate Fonts i Folder Action receives files and folders adfied to | Choose folder
f) Calendar {8 Add Attachme... Front Message
|| Contacts £ Add Chart to Slide
K/ Files & Folders @ Add Color Profile
W Fonts B2 Add File To Slide
@ Internet % Add Grid to PDF Documents
& Mail % Add Line Numbers
Movies Add Movie to iDVD Menu 5
% Music g Add Photos to Albura Drag actions or files here to build your workflow.
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£} Ppresentations " Add Songs to iPod .
7 Text (3 Add Songs to Playlist .
3¢ Utilities e Add Suffix 4

W Activate Fonts

This action activates the fonts passed from the previous action.

Input: Font Book typeface Log Duration
Result: Font Book typeface

Version: 1.3

Copyright: Copyright © 2004-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.
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In Automator choose the folder for the Folder Action to apply to (2)
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In Automator choose the folder for the Folder Action to apply to (3)

Variables (Q )
= Tibrary, 1. Activate Fonts H Folder Action receives files and folders adjied to de-html
{ih) calendar {8 Add Attachme... Front Message
| Contacts £} Add Chart to Slide
K/ Files & Folders @ Add Color Profile
W Fonts £} Add File To Slide
@ Internet & Add Grid to PDF Documents
& Mmail % Add Line Numbers
Movies Add Movie to iDVD Menu
g Music g Add Photos to Album Drag actions or files here to build your workflow.
[# pDFs B Add Prefix
a Photos 9 Add Slide to Keynote Presentation
9 Presentations " Add Songs to iPod -
7 Text 4| (3 Add Songs to Playlist A
3¢ Utilities Y| 5 Add Suffix )
% Activate Fonts
This action activates the fonts passed from the previous action.
0
Input: Font Book typeface Log |Duration
Result: Font Book typeface
Version: 1.3
Copyright: Copyright ©® 2004-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.

I've selected the 'de-html' folder. After I've finished making the Automator Folder Action any files that are put in the 'de-html’ folder will have the
.html extension automatically removed.
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In Automator click on Files and Folders in the Library list

\ K Ask for Finder Items
| @ Ask For Servers

Folder Action receives files and folders added to (1 de-html ]

|  Connect to Servers
| | Copy Finder Items

|

| K Create Archive

"8 Files & Folders

Al plerpge

Drag actions or files here to build your workflow.

| i Duplicate Finder Items

& Ma | K Eject Disk

@ Movies | & Filter Finder Items

3 Music 2 /| Find Finder Items

[# poFs | Get Folder Contents

& Photos I Get Selected Finder Items
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iH Ask for Finder Items
This action lets the user choose Finder items in a dialog when the
workflow is run.
Input: Files/Folders Log

Duration

Result: Files/Folders

Version: 1.1

Copyright: Copyright © 2003-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.

This just filters down the available actions in the list to the right of it.

How to rename files by adding them to a folder - 8

Another practical MacTip from http://mactips.info




mgn VlacTips

Select Rename Finder Items in the list of actions

Variables (Q Name )
ﬁ Library M New Aliases 7 Folder Action receives files and folders added to [ (] de-html [
8 Calendar i New Dated Folder
{2 Contacts K New Disk Image
K. Files & Folders '
W Fonts ¢/ Open Finder Items
@ Internet S =
i Mail I/ Retrieve Disk Item References
Q Movies K/ Reveal Finder Items

@ Music Drag actions or files here to build your workflow.

I Set Folder Views

[¥ POFs

% Photos I Set Spotlight C...or Finder Items
£ Presentations |/ Set the Desktop Picture

 Text 4 | & Sort Finder Items 2
3¢ Lnilities v | il Store Disk Item References v

i‘# Rename Finder Items

This action changes the names of the Finder items passed into it.

Input: Files/Folders °
Result: Files/Folders Log Duration

Version: 1.3

Copyright: Copyright © 2004-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.
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Drag Rename Finder Items into the work area on the right — an alert appears. Choose Don't Add.

This action will change the names of the
b Finder items passed into it. Would you like to

? add a Copy Finder Items action so that the
copies are changed and your originals are

preserved?

Hold the shift key when adding an action to avoid this
warning sheet.

(| Do not show

( Cancel )

You don't need to keep backup copies of these files — you're only changing the name.
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The Rename Finder Items action appears, with the wrong (default) settings

Nam
L e
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@ Calendar

| Contacts K New Disk Image

K. Files & Folders K New Folder

W Fonts i Open Finder Items
@ Internet i Rename Finder Items

i Mail | Retrieve Disk Item References

Q Movies K Reveal Finder Items

B music I Set Application for Files
¥ PDFs | Set Folder Views
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<2 Litilities v | K Store Disk Item References

Folder Action receives files and folders added to | de-html

A

v & Add Date or Time to Finder Item Names

[ Add Date or Time |4

Date/Time: [ Created N Format: [ Month Day Year m
Where: | After name |'4) separator: | Forward Slash B
Separator: | Space 2] [ Use Leading Zeros

Example: Item Name 5/21/2010.xxx

\.

Results Options Description

‘;J Rename Finder Items
This action changes the names of the Finder items passed into it.

Input: Files/Folders
Result: Files/Folders

|Duration

Version: 1.3

Copyright: Copyright © 2004-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.
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Change the settings in the Rename Finder Items action — Replace Text
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Input: Files/Folders °
Result: Files/Folders Log Duration
Version: 1.3
Copyright: Copyright © 2004-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.
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Find .html in Full Name, ignoring case, and Replace with [blank]

Variables (Q Name )
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‘TJ Rename Finder Items

This action changes the names of the Finder items passed into it.

Input: Files/Folders - .
Result: Files/Folders Log |Duration

Version: 1.3
Copyright: Copyright ® 2004-2009 Apple Inc. All rights
reserved.

Type .html (dot html) in the Find box. Choose full name from the drop-down menu and check the Ignore Case checkbox. Don't put anything at all in
the Replace box.
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Save the Automator Folder Action — File menu: Save

New 3N
Open... 380
Open Recent B
Close $BW
Save As... - 3S
Save Log...

Revert

Import Actions...

Page Setup... 1{r3P
Print... 3#EP
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Give it a name — the actual name doesn't matter — and click Save

Save Folder Action as: de—htm'

(Cancel ) (-‘.'u'!—)

You can't choose where to save this Folder Action — the Mac just puts it in the right place.
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Test the Folder Action

Put some files in your special folder. The .html extension should just magically disappear. I'm about to drop the files into the special folder — the
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Visit MacTips.info for more practical Tips

000

Mac Tips — Practical tips to help you use Macs, iPhones or iPods
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Practical tips to help you

SIGN UP FOR FREE UPDATES

1. Sign up for free MacTips updates via
RSS or email.

2. Follow MacTips on Twitter.

3. Follow MacTips YouTube channel.

SEARCH

Type a search + press Enter.

PoLts
How Do vou LIKE YOUR 1PAD?

Wish I had one! (54%, 73
Votes)

Love it! (17%, 23 Votes)
Meh. (16%, 21 Votes)

Hate it! (13%, 17 Votes)

How to change app Preferences on an
iPhone

iPod B 3% 16:51

‘ Display Name Usen

Even iPod and iPhone apps have their Preferences. Here’s
how to find and change Preferences and Settings for iPods
and iPhones.

Read the full article »
o COMMENTS

Have an Assistant Empty the Trash

How to make a picture of your Mac’s

screen

Screen shot
2010-0...7 AM.pn

Screen shot
2010-0...6 AM.png

Screenshots show what’s on your Mac's screen. All you need
to know is which keys to press — no extra software required.
Here’s how.

Read the full article »
4 COMMENTS

Did you empty the Trash?

Visit MacTips.info for more practical Tips. Find hundreds of Tips for using Macs, iPhones and iPod. A new Tip is added each week.

Also visit the MacTips YouTube channel, follow MacTips on Twitter, or join up on Facebook. Tips are also available as an RSS feed or by email.

How to rename files by adding them to a folder - 17

Another practical MacTip from http://mactips.info



http://mactips.info/
http://www.youtube.com/PracticalMacTips
http://twitter.com/tips4mac
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MacTipsinfo/16277993460
http://feeds.feedburner.com/mactips/PETA
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=mactips/PETA&loc=en_US

	Open Automator Š it's in the Applications folder
	Choose Folder Action for the Automator workflow type
	Create a new folder inside your Downloads folder
	In Automator choose the folder for the Folder Action to apply to (1)
	In Automator choose the folder for the Folder Action to apply to (2)
	In Automator choose the folder for the Folder Action to apply to (3)
	In Automator click on Files and Folders in the Library list
	Select Rename Finder Items in the list of actions
	Drag Rename Finder Items into the work area on the right Š an alert appears. Choose Don't Add.
	The Rename Finder Items action appears, with the wrong (default) settings
	Change the settings in the Rename Finder Items action Š Replace Text
	Find .html in Full Name, ignoring case, and Replace with [blank]
	Save the Automator Folder Action Š File menu: Save
	Give it a name Š the actual name doesn't matter Š and click Save
	Test the Folder Action
	Visit MacTips.info for more practical Tips

